
1 

Blake Barker MD, FACP 
Southern SGIM Secretary Treasurer-Elect Candidate

Personal Statement 
During my first year as an academic general internist at UT Southwestern, I was in 
search of professional direction and a professional home.  Though I generally 
understood that I fit in an academic environment with students and residents, I was 
hungry for experiences to help better define what being an academic generalist 
meant to me.  Through SGIM, and particularly Southern SGIM, I found the 
community and exposure I needed – I found my professional home. 
SGIM is a uniquely supportive and inspiring community of innovators in generalism, 
continually striving to improve health through education, research and clinical care.  
Despite many challenges faced by our specialty, I have only encountered practical 
collaborators with a positive outlook on the future.  Those qualities are clearly 
exemplified by colleagues in the Southern Region. 
In view of what SGIM and the Southern Region have given me in my early career, I’d 
be honored to give back to this community as Secretary/Treasurer Elect of Southern 
SGIM.   
Since my first Southern SGIM meeting in 2011, I have remained consistently 
involved through participation in various review committees and more recently 
serving as Co-Chair of the Clinical Vignettes Committee for the 2016 and 2017 
meetings and Co-Chair of the Workshop Committee for this year’s meeting. 
In addition to prior involvement in Southern SGIM, my experiences as Clerkship Co-
Director and more recently as an Associate Dean for Student Affairs at our medical 
school provide me with the necessary personal professional background to succeed 
as Secretary/Treasurer Elect. 
I see the role of Secretary/Treasurer as multi-faceted.  The primary responsibilities 
are supportive, including facilitating communication among leadership to ensure 
that priorities and planning are cohesive.  In addition, the Secretary/Treasurer has a 
unique responsibility in collaborating with leadership to maintain one our region’s 
primary advantages in our cash reserves.  In addition to maintaining these 
important functions, the Secretary/Treasurer could also assist in improving 
communication and connection with regional members who are not involved in the 
Program Committee, perhaps through a quarterly regional newsletter. 
I am eager for the opportunity to support our region as Secretary/Treasurer Elect 
and build upon the innovation and energy of colleagues that have created an 
important professional home for me as well as many others. 
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Biosketch 
Blake Barker, MD, FACP is an Associate Professor of Medicine and Associate Dean 
for Student Affairs at UT Southwestern Medical Center.  He is a native Texan and 
graduate of Rice University and Baylor College of Medicine.  He completed his 
residency in Internal Medicine at the McGaw Medical Center of Northwestern 
University where he also worked an additional year as a teaching hospitalist.  While 
at Northwestern, he received teaching awards, both as a resident and teaching 
hospitalist. 
Blake joined the faculty at UT Southwestern in 2011 as an outpatient general 
internist.  In addition to his primary care practice, he has regularly served an 
attending physician on the inpatient teaching services at both Parkland Memorial 
Hospital and Clements University Hospital.  He also supervised residency continuity 
clinic at Parkland weekly for over five years. 
Since joining UT Southwestern, he has had the fortune to grow his passion for 
medical education through various teaching opportunities in both undergraduate 
and graduate medical education as well as faculty development programs, including 
SGIM’s TEACH program.  He has served at Co-Director of the Internal Medicine 
Clerkship from 2014-2016 and more recently as Associate Dean for Student Affairs.  
He has received several teaching awards including selection as a Graduation 
Marshal (2016 & 2017) by the fourth year medical student class and the Excellence 
in Clinical Teaching Award (2017) by the Southwestern Academy of Teachers.  His 
current focus in Student Affairs is in improving career development programs, 
including co-directing a new required MS1 and MS2 course, “Strive: Personal and 
Professional Development for Careers in Medicine”.  He currently also directs an 
MS4 Elective in Medical Education. 
Blake has regularly participated in SGIM and Southern SGIM through clinical 
vignette, workshop and medical education innovations review committees.  He 
served as Co-Chair of the Southern SGIM Clinical Vignette Committee for the 2016 
and 2017 meetings and more recently as Co-Chair of the Workshop Committee for 
the 2018 meeting. 
 


